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MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL HELD ON 

9th FEBRUARY 2022 AT 7PM AT SWANSPOOL HOUSE, DODDINGTON ROAD, 

WELLINGBOROUGH, NN8 1BP 
  

Councillors present: Cllr Ekins, Cllr G Lawman, Irwin, Binley, Francis, Carr, 

Scarborough, Inskip, Erskine, Jones, Sterland, Harrington, Wilkinson, Nasreen, 

Turner-Hawes, Aslam 

Officers present: Sally McLellan-Town Clerk 

 Members of the Public present: None 

Councillors absent: None 

 

Minute 
Reference 

Minute 

WTC21/188 
 
 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
The following councillors’ apologies were received and noted: 
Cllr Stevens 
Cllr L Lawman 
Cllr Cesauanu 
Cllr Bell 
Cllr Smith 
Cllr Anslow 

WTC21/189 
 

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Cllr Turner-Hawes declared a pecuniary interest in the item for trees 
for the Queen, as she is a member of Wellingborough Eco Group, 
Castle Fields Community Group and is self-employed contracted by 
Glamis Hall for All. 
Cllr Harrington declared a non-pecuniary interest in Armed Forces 
Day as he is a member of the Royal British Legion. 

WTC21/190 
 

WRITTEN PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
No public questions were received in writing. 

WTC21/191 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 

The following updates were received and noted: 

WTC21/162- the precept of £270,430 for financial year 2022/2023 
has been requested from North Northamptonshire Council. This will 
be paid in two six monthly installments. The results of the Corporate 
Plan and agreed budget were published in the town council’s 
January newsletter, which is available hard copy and electronically. 
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The newsletter is also published on social media and the website. 
Additionally, to this, there is a dedicated section on the town 
council’s website for finance, where the budget and corporate plan 
results can be viewed. 

WTC21/163- The Town Clerk has written to Lynn Lavender to 
appoint her as the Internal Auditor for 2021/2022 on the agreed 
scope of audit. 

WTC21/168- The first working group meeting for the Big Lunch and 
Band Stand events was held on 3rd February. 

WTC21/174- Welcome back fund- a clean-up day has been 
scheduled for 26th March. NNC have been contacted to support with 
street cleaning operatives and machinery. A list of equipment for the 
Welly Womblers has been provided and is being sourced. 

WTC21/176-178- Cllr Turner- Hawes is carryout research to 
understand national, regional and local Climate and Environment 
actions and how we might link with these. It is anticipated that the 
work will be undertaken during February, to enable the 
‘conversations’ to take place at the end of March. The proposed 
venues for these conversations are the Victoria Centre, Glamis Hall 
and Hemmingwell Skills centre. These will be held at three different 

times and days (weekend and weekdays) ‘1Glamis Hall for All have 

been awarded just over £20,000 by North Northants Council (NNC) 
from its Recovery and Innovation Grant.  This will be used to deliver 
a range of community events, practical actions and training sessions 
to support people, community groups and local business to better 
understand climate and environmental challenges and to create local 
solutions to help cut carbon emissions and support people and 
communities transition to more sustainable ways of living and 
working.’ As Glamis Hall will be holding community events to engage 
local people and businesses about climate and environmental 
challenges, it is prudent for the town council to link with them to hold 
these events together, as the three community conversations. 

WTC21/179-181-Asset mapping- NCALC have been awarded 
access to mapping software through Parish Online for the towns and 
parishes to map the assets and services provided through NNC. 
Access and training on this software is awaited. NCALC will be 
holding a briefing on the asset mapping project on 9th February. 
Once this briefing has been attended by the Town Clerk, a working 
group meeting will be held to start reviewing the assets and services. 

WTC21/185- The letter was sent to MP Peter Bone, requesting his 
support for town and parish councils to have the flexibility to decide 
on how best to conduct their meetings, virtually, hybrid or in person. 
Mr Bone has written to the Secretary of State for Levelling up, 
Housing and Communities on our behalf and will notify us of any 
response received. 
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WTC21/192 
 

WTC21/186- Further to the request to add a Finance and 
Governance Committee Meeting in March, a meeting has been 
scheduled for 15th March 
Cllr G Lawman provided an update on Cllr Stevens, who passed on 
his thanks to the council for their support and kindness.  
APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING ON 

12TH JANUARY 2022 

It was RESOLVED to add Cllr Turner-Hawes, as attending the 
meeting. With this addition the minutes of the Full Council Meeting 
on the 12th January were approved as a true and correct record. 

WTC21/193 UPDATE ON SWANSPOOL HOUSE USE 

RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE USE 
OF SWANSPOOL HOUSE, NOTING THE CHARGES FOR 
MEETING ROOM HIRE. 
It was noted that the negotiations for the use of Swanspool House 
have not been forthcoming. As officers work from home and there is 
no requirement to have a fixed office base in Wellingborough this did 
not pose a risk to the council. Meeting rooms can be hired at a per 
hour charge when required, at Swanspool House and venues in the 
community. This arrangement provides flexibility for the officers and 
the most cost-effective operation for the town council. 

 
WTC21/194 
 

BEAT THE STREET 

RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE ‘BEAT THE STREET’ PROJECT.  
It was noted that North Northamptonshire Council (NNC) are running 
‘Beat the Street’ for four weeks from 23rd March. This initiative is a 
physical activity which encourages primary school children to get 
active in their local area. The Projects Officer is working with NNC to 
provide events in which coincide with this scheme, including an 
Easter trail and the launch of the town council walking trail app.  

 
WTC21/195 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WTC21/196 
 

ARMED FORCES DAY 

CONSIDER THE PROPOSALS TO MARK ARMED FORCES DAY 

It was RESOLVED to hold a family event in Bassetts Close Park to 
mark Armed Forces Day on 25th June. 2022 is a particularly special 
year, as it also marks 100 years since the formation of the 
Wellingborough branch of the Royal British Legion. The event will be 
held 10-4pm and will include activities from the armed forces and 
music from the WW1 era. The town council will hold responsibility for 
the overall event and management of the funds but it will run in 
partnership with the Wellingborough Branch of the Royal British 
Legion. Members requested that the event includes photos from 
1944 of the Fife and Forfar Yeomanry in Bassetts Close Park and 
military vehicles to attend as an attraction, if possible. The Museum 
to be offered to support the event with memorabilia and photos.  

AGREE TO APPLY FOR MATCH FUNDING FOR THE ARMED 
FORCES DAY EVENTS. 
It was RESOLVED to spend up to £10,000 on the event. 
Wellingborough Royal British Legion Branch (WRBL) to provide 
£2,000 and the Town Council to provide £3,000 from the Projects 
budget to enable £5,000 match funding to be obtained through the 
grant from the Ministry of Defence.  

WTC21/197 BANK ACCOUNTS 
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WTC21/198 

RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK ON 

ADDITIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO DEPOSIT COUNCIL FUNDS  

It was noted that the Council’s Treasury and Investment Policy 
states that the town council should only invest in AAA rated banks. 
At present there are no AAA rated banks in the UK. Moody's 
Investors Service changed its outlook on the UK banking system to 
negative from stable in December 2019. The top three credit rated 
accounts are HSBC Bank PLC, Lloyds Bank PLC and Bank of 
Scotland PLC. Recommendations were made on the security of the 
bank and the ease of banking, rather than the interest rates that they 
provide, as the current interest rates are insignificant. The accounts 
proposed are all easy access accounts, which do not require more 
than 90 days’ notice to access the funds. No savings accounts or 
investments were proposed due to the low interest rates currently 
available and the uncertainty of how much access is needed to 
council funds over the next 12 months, due to the council’s new 
existence. 
AGREE TO OPEN THREE ACCOUNTS IN THE NAME OF THE 

TOWN COUNCIL. LLOYDS BUSINESS ACCOUNT AND HSBC 

SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNT, FOR THE TOWN COUNCIL’S 

DAY-TO-DAY FUNCTIONS AND BARCLAYS COMMUNITY 

ACCOUNT TO ADMINISTER FUNDS FOR THE MAYOR’S 

CHARITY EVENTS. 

It was proposed by Cllrs G Lawman and Wilkinson to open three 

accounts in the name of the town council, Lloyds business account 

and HSBC small business account, for the town council’s day-to-day 

functions and Barclays community account to administer funds for 

the mayor’s charity events. 

WTC21/199 ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE 

AGREE THE ANNUAL LICENSING FEE FOR THE ACCOUNTING 
SOFTWARE PROPOSED BY THE FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE 
COMMITTEE. 

It was proposed by Cllr G lawman and seconded by Cllr 
Scarborough to take out a subscription with Scribe to use their 
software for the council’s accounting. 

WTC21/200 APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK ON 
APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES. 
It was noted that at the Annual Town Council Meeting in May the 
council were asked to appoint members to outside bodies. The town 
council is eligible to appoint members to the Town Centre 
partnership, Victoria Centre and Health and Well Being Forum. 
Appointments have been made to these bodies, except the Town 
Centre Partnership (TCP). The council were also asked to make 
appoints to: 

 the Community Safety Partnership Board 

 Police and Crime Panel,  

 Campaign to protect rural England – Northamptonshire 

 Northamptonshire Rights and Equalities Council 

No appointments have been made to these four groups as the town 
council is not eligible. The council emphasised the importance of 
building relationships with the businesses. The Town Clerk to build 
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on these relations by attending the Chamber of Commerce meetings 
and present on the council’s plans to support the town. Cllr Jones 
also offered his assistance to support local businesses. 

 
 
 
WTC21/201 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WTC21/202 

TREES FOR THE QUEEN 
Cllr Turner Hawes left the meeting due to her pecuniary interest in 
this item. 
AGREE THE LOCATIONS FOR THE TWENTY-FOUR OAK TREES 
FOR THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE.  
The Town Clerk gave a verbal update that following a site visit with 
the Agricultural Officer at NNC the proposal is to have a coppice of 
trees in Castle Fields Park utilising the silver birch trees rather than 
Oak trees. This change was due to the concern about vandalism that 
these young Oak trees may face, being placed in a tree lined avenue 
in the park. Any proposals would be subject to approval from the 
Property Department at NNC. Due to the spring fast approaching 
planting would take place in November. The Council’s preference 
was for oak trees, rather than silver birch. Other possible areas for 
tree planting could be Croyland park or the Stanton Cross 
development. If the trees were planted in Castlefields the 
Castlefields Community group have offered to water the trees to 
assist them getting established. Councillors would be required to 
water the trees in other locations. 

CONSIDER THE OFFER FROM WELLINGBOROUGH ECO 
GROUP FOR ADDITIONAL TREES 

It was noted that no further trees have been requested, until the 
siting of the twenty-four trees for the council have been approved by 
NNC. 

Cllr Turner-Hawes returned to the meeting. 

 
WTC21/203 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WTC21/204 

COAT OF ARMS 
AGREE TO COMMISSION AN IMAGE OF ARMS AND CREST 
FOR USE ON THE COUNCIL’S OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS. 
Discussion took place on the eligibility to commission an image of 
the arms and crest before the artwork has been created by the 
College of Arms. Following the proposal by Cllr G Lawman, which 
was seconded by Cllr Scarborough it was RESOLVED to 
commission a coat of arms image for the use of Town Council, both 
printed and digital.   
PAST MAYOR AND CONSORT BADGES 

Following the proposal from Cllr Scarborough, which was seconded 
by Cllr G Lawman it was RESOLVED to agree in principle to 
purchase past mayor and consort badges, dependant on cost of 
designs. It was RESOLVED to form a working group consisting of 
three members to choose the design and research the concerns 
about the production of artwork. The working group to consist of Cllrs 
Ekins, L Lawman and Carr. 

WTC21/205 MAYORS ANNOUCEMENTS 
On behalf of the Mayor, Cllr G Lawman thanked the team for their 
work in organising the events through the welcome back fund and 
the Civic Service, which was well attended. 

 

The Deputy Mayor closed the meeting at 20.09 
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