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MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 20th OCTOBER 2021 AT 

7PM AT SWANSPOOL HOUSE, DODDINGTON ROAD, WELLINGBOROUGH, NN8 

1BP 
 

Councillors present: Cllr L Lawman, G Lawman, Scarborough, Francis. Binley, Bell, 

Irwin, Harrington, Smith, Carr, Imtiaz, Turner-Hawes, Inskip, Aslam, Cesauanu, Erskine 

and Henley. 

 

Officers present: Sally McLellan-Town Clerk 
 

Members of the Public present: The Mayor welcomed the two new team members 

present, the Deputy Clerk and Projects Officer 

Minute 
Reference 

Minute 

WTC21/126 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
The following apologies were received and noted: 
Cllr Sterland 
Cllr Jones 
Cllr Stevens 
Cllr Ekins 
Cllr Anslow- will arrive late for the meeting due to other commitments 

WTC21/127 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Cllr G Lawman declared an interest in the items relating to North 

Northamptonshire Council as a dual hatted member. 

WTC21/128 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
No written public questions were received. 

WTC21/129 Minutes 
It was RESOLVED to make the correction that Cllr Aslam was present at the 
meeting and Cllr Anslow was absent. 
It was RESOLVED with these changes to approve the minutes of the Full 
Council Meeting on 22nd September 2021 as a true and correct record of the 
meeting. 

WTC21/130 EVENTS COMMITTEE 
Agree the abolishment of the Events Committee 
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Cllr G Lawman proposed to withdraw this item which was seconded by Cllr 
Bell. A vote was taken it was RESOLVED to withdraw this item.  

WTC21/131 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WTC21/132 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WTC21/133 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUDGET 

Receive the report on the proposed budget for consultation with the 
Corporate Plan. 

Cllr Anslow arrived at the meeting 19.26. The report on the proposed budget of 
£282,700 was received. Discussion took place on increasing the budget for 
grants from £10,000 to support community groups. Councillors raised concerns 
about the costs for elections, which has resulted in the council earmarking 
£22,000-24,000 per year to cover four yearly and by election costs. 

Agree to provide notice to NCALC for the termination of the Town 
Council’s membership. 
Discussion took place on whether the membership to NCALC should be 
retained and the value of benefits this service provides to the members of the 
council. Some members spoke in favour of retaining the membership 
with NCALC for the benefits, but, there were concerns about the high 
membership fees in relation to the council’s precept and whether it was value 
for money. It was RESOLVED to ask NCALC to present to the Finance and 
Governance Committee on the benefits of membership and the calculation of 
the membership fees in order to assess whether to recommend this be 
retained or not.  

Agree the budget to be released for consultation. 

Cllr G Lawman proposed the following amended budget, which was seconded 
by Cllr Bell: 

Salaries (inc Pensions & NI) 124,000 

Member Training 2,000 

Staff Training 2,000 

Subscriptions 1,000 

Audit  1,500 

Legal & Professional  1,000 

Insurance   1,500 

Marketing & Photocopying 2,000 

Postage  300 

Travel & expenses 500 

Newsletter & Publications 4,000 

Town Twinning 4,980 

Office and Meeting Room rental 12,000 

Business Rates  

Mayoral Expenses 1,000 

Hospitality & Civic Expenses 1,250 

Elections  24,000 

NCALC   

Contributions to reserves 10,000 

Contingency  10,000 

   

DocuSign Envelope ID: 164FDBC2-382F-4403-AA22-3A0B5620692B

17.11.21



31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WTC21/134 
 

IT Equipment 1,000 

Website & Town App 900 

Telephone   

Equipment & Maintenance 1,000 

Internet & Email 3,000 

   

Events Bandstand 4,000 

 Easter 2,500 

 Beach 25,000 

 Carols & other 3,000 

 

Equipment (inc 
Gazebo) 2,000 

 Contingency 5,000 

   

Community grants 10,000 

Additional meetings 750 

Asset Devolution 3,000 

Projects  35,000 

Transfer from Projects Reserve -25,000 

   

   

Tax base  15,375.00 

Band D 2022/23 17.83285 
It was RESOLVED for the above budget of £274,180 to be released for 
consultation with the Corporate Plan. The Town Clerk to circulate the 
consultation document to the Leader and Deputy Leader of both parties for 
comments before releasing to the public.  
Appoint a working group for each proposed event. 
It was agreed to defer appointing members to the working groups until the 
budget is agreed. 

WTC21/135 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXTERNAL AUDITORS 

 REPORT 2020-2021 

Receive the report from the External Auditor for the year ending 2020-
2021 

It was noted that the External Auditor had provided the following comments on 
29th September: 
‘The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentation 

prior to 30 September 2021; however, we have not been able to complete our 

review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required 

documentation in line with statutory requirements. Once we have completed 

our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion 

detailing any qualifications and ‘other’ matters.’ 

This was followed up with the report issued on 30th September stating: 
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WTC21/136 
 
 
 
 

‘The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & 

Accountability Return requires amendments as follows:  

Except for the matters reported below on the basis of our review of Sections 1 

and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our 

opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with 

Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause 

for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been 

met. The smaller authority failed to approve the AGAR in time to publish it 

before 1 July 2021, the date required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations 

2015, and did not disclose this by answering ‘No’ to Section 1, Box 1. Other 

matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the 

authority: We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 

of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper 

provision during the year 2021/22 for the exercise of public rights, since the 

period for the exercise of public rights did not include the first 10 working days 

of July. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the 

Annual Governance Statement for 2021/22 and ensure that it makes proper 

provision for the exercise of public rights during 2022/23. This is the smaller 

authority’s first year of existence; thus we have not reviewed any evidence to 

support the prior year comparatives on the AGAR’ 

Note the comments from the Town Clerk on the External Auditors report. 
The report from the Town Clerk was received noting that the delay in the 

submission was due to the changing advice from the External Auditor who 

issued this report. A zero figure Annual Return was approved at the Annual 

Town Council Meeting in May and would have been submitted had the Internal 

Auditor not raised concerns about the advice from the External Auditor. 

Therefore, the Town Clerk will be challenging this report with the support of 

NCALC, as the notes included are unduly critical of a procedure which was 

hindered by the External Auditors change in advice. 

It was RESOLVED for the Leader and Town Clerk to write to the Smaller 
Authorities Audit Appointment express their disappointment and concerns 
about the External Auditors report and advice received. 

WTC21/137 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME BACK FUND 

Receive the report on the Welcome Back Fund provided by the 
government through North Northamptonshire Council. 
The report was receiving noting that HM Government is providing a stage two 
funding for the reopening of the High Streets following the pandemic. This 
funding is to encourage people back to the high street. North Northamptonshire 
Council (NNC) are proposing to request £35,509.62 for Wellingborough Town 
Council to use for these purposes. This fund is claimed in arrears and must be 
fully spent by 31st March 2022. The proposed activities to support the return to 
the high street include a town centre app with a walking trail which is wheel chair 
and buggy friendly, wreath making workshops, Christmas activities including a 
Christmas market and carol concert, dinner and dance, a quiz night, afternoon 
tea networking event with businesses and the Mayor and a pancake race. 
It was noted that North Northamptonshire Council (NNC) are holding the 
Christmas lights switch on event, and the Town Clerk has been liaising with them 
on the event. The Town Clerk to liaise with NNC to ensure that the lights are 
being switched on for Diwali. The Town Council noted that the there was three 
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WTC21/138 
 
 
 
WTC21/139 
 
 
 
 
 
WTC21/140 
 

scheduled dates to claim the funding from NNC, which must include receipts and 
invoices for the funds spent. As the proposed dinner and dance may take place 
in March the Town Clerk to see if pro-forma invoices acceptable to claim the 
funds before 31st March 2022. 
Agree the activities and services to be provided through this fund by the 
Town Council. 
It was RESOLVED that where the events are held by the mayor any funds 
received will be provided to the Mayors Charity.  
Delegate to the Town Clerk the discretion to utilise the funds on the 
proposed heads of activities 

It was RESOLVED for the Town Council to delegate to the Town Clerk, in 
consultation with the Leader and Deputy Leader of both parties, the discretion 
to utilise the funds on the town centre app, wreath making workshops, 
Christmas activities, dinner and dance, a quiz night, afternoon tea and the 
Mayor and a pancake race. 
Appoint members to the working group to deliver this fund 
It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllrs Jones, L Lawman, Cllr Carr, Erskine and 
Aslam to the Welcome Back Fund working group. 

WTC21/141 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WTC21/142 
 
 
 

DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER 

Receive the report from Northamptonshire Association of Local Councils 
(NCALC) regarding the removal of footpaths from the Definitive Map, as 
part of the 2016 Definitive Map Modification Order. 
The report was received noting that in 2016, when Kier/WSP were carrying out 
a periodic consolidation of the Definitive Map and Statement for 
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC), a decision was made to include 
extra schedules in the map Order to remove those public rights of way, in part 
or whole, where the route was also served by a full highway. This was done 
under s.53(2)(a) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, which did not 
require Kier/WSP to consult with anyone, so there was no consultation with 
parish and town councils. This order included carriageway with footways 
replaced with a public footpath or bridleway. In the case of alleyways which 
were intended for pedestrians only, the remaining highway footpath carries 
with it unrestricted rights such that vehicles including quad bikes and motor 
bikes can also use them which, in many cases, is extremely dangerous. Four 
footpaths in Wellingborough which were included in the Definitive Map Order 
2016. These are: 
UL1- The Drive 
UL2-Whitworth Way 
UL23-Booth Drive 
UL40- Moreton Avenue 

Review the Definitive Map Modification Order 2016 and respond to 
NCALC on any issues it causes to progress further as a collective group. 
Four footpaths in Wellingborough which were included in the Definitive Map 
Order 2016. These are:  
UL1- The Drive  
UL2-Whitworth Way  
UL23-Booth Drive  
UL40- Moreton Avenue  
The leader noted that NNC were in discussions with the landowner about 
UL40. 
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It was RESOLVED to delegate to the Town Clerk to respond to NCALC 
expressing concerns that UL1- The Drive is included in this order as this is 
very narrow and windy path, UL40- Moreton Avenue is also a dangerous route 
to include as it the main access to and from Sainsburys and is unadopted. 

WTC21/143 Mayors update 
The worshipful the mayor invited members to attend Remembrance Sunday, 
14th November from 10.30am at the Broad Green War memorial and the short 
service at 11am on 11th November. Members are also invited to the event held 
by Made with Many on Saturday 23rd October at Queensway Park, which will 
include stories and music  
It was noted that the mayor is attending the Diwali celebrations on 30th 
October, in the town centre, with a firework display at Eastfield Park.  
The mayor updated members that she has attended many events over the 
past month, which included attending two days of graduation days for year 7 
pupils at Sir Christopher Hatton School. 
The mayor has chosen her charity for her mayoral year to be the Teamwork 
Trust and will be volunteering one hour a week with them. Members were 
asked to support the chosen charity by sharing their skills, especially those 
with woodwork skills and any support to assist them using their kiln.  
Members were asked to volunteer to be a reserve for the Planning Committee. 
It was RESOLVED for Cllrs Imtiaz and Cllr Anslow to be appointed as reserves 
for the Planning Committee. 

 

The Mayor closed the meeting at 20.16 
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